
Thank-you so much for praying for us last week.  We want to give an update of what God did because of your prayers for us.

Now we are back home again.  God is good!!  After a lot of planning, a lot of praying, a lot of preparing, we were able to leave home at 3:00 on Tuesday, September 14 – only 30 minutes later than planned and that is doing good here in Brazil.  (The last time we we went with the choir, we were 12 hours late!)  We got to our destination at 6:00 – just as the sun was going down – but there was enough daylight to see a little yet of the landscape as we went around the curves, through the washouts, and super dusty roads for the last 12 miles.    Bev quickly made supper for the group and people got settled into their rooms that they would be sleeping in.  The house we stayed at was a huge old Brazilian farmhouse (Over 200 years old) that fit all 30 of us amazingly well.  
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After supper, as the cool breeze blew, we got together on the big front porch, to make final plans for our first day of bringing the Word of God to this needy area.  We sang, prayed, and spent some time in the Word, all to prepare our hearts for the mission that was before us.  After the official meeting was over, we stayed and sang for a while yet.  Several of the neighbors (unsaved) were mixed in with us, so it was a good time to let them see Christians worshipping and singing together.
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On Wednesday morning everyone was up and eating breakfast by shortly after 6:00 a.m.   Bev was busy in the kitchen most of time, making tasty meals, with quite primitive conditions.  The beans and rice were usually cooked on a charcoal fire hole in their kitchen which was beside their more modern stove.
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 By 7:00 we were off to our first school to teach our Bible lesson  and to teach the kids some new choruses.  We were amazed to see how quietly they sat and listened and pleased to see teachers attending also.  

The second school we went to had more children – maybe 70-80 – all crammed into one small room – but once again they quietly listened to the Bible Story and eagerly sang the songs and did the actions that went along with the songs.  The teachers at this school seemed more interested and participated with enthusiasm.  When our students told the Bible story they very clearly weaved in the plan of salvation.  At first I was almost wondering if they were saying too much and we might be put out – but all 20 lessons we gave – the gospel was clearly presented and we never got any repercussions for it. 
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The third school we went to in the morning was quite a bit larger – at least 150 students and these were older than we were expecting.  So after the first day of classes here, the institute students decided it would be better to have the men give a message more appropriate for teenagers.
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The afternoon was returning to the same three schools, but with a different group of students – here they have school only in the morning or the afternoon, so two groups of students can use the same facility.

In the evening at 8:30, we went to a high school and the Institute Choir and Bell Choir each did several numbers and then one of the men gave a powerful message.  Several people talked with us afterwards, asking more questions and wanting us to explain some of the pamphlets that we had handed out to them.
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What a joy it was for us to see the wide open door to share the gospel here and the open reception that we had.  When we returned to the schools the 2nd and 3rd days, it almost brought tears to my eyes as we came around the curve to one of the schools!  The children had  just been let out for recess, but when they saw us coming, they began yelling and screaming and ran to the classroom to get ready for that day’s Bible lesson. 

On Friday, some of the teachers asked us if we couldn’t give them copies of the words for the songs we had been singing, so they could keep singing them after we left.  These were all songs talking about sin, and obedience, loving God, etc.  These songs were definitely songs with a message to them.  It was exciting for us to know that these unsaved people were wanting to keep teaching these songs to the children.  God’s Word will have an impact on their lives.

On Friday night we had an open air meeting  in a little park area close to one of the schools.  We had forgotten our microphone, and no one had one there for us to borrow, so we needed to talk as loud as we could – above the motorcycles that seemed to keep going around us just trying to make noise, and big delivery trucks that started their big diesel engines and let them rumble right where we were trying to talk.  But even with the distraction, 150+ people attentively listened as the gospel was presented to adults.  After the service was over, the people clapped for the gospel presentation.  WOW – people were open to and grateful to hear the Word of God.  Once again many stayed to talk with us;  3 high-school age girls asked Christ into their heart that night.  Praise the Lord for that.  

Then on Saturday afternoon we had a children’s class – this time not being limited to the ½ hour that we had in the school, and finally being able to ask children if they wanted to receive Christ as their Saviour.   More than 20 children raised their hands and came to talk with us and give their names so the missionary couple that is living there will be able to follow them up.  These children had been hearing the lessons during the week, and God had worked in their hearts.
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Pray that these that made decisions will remain firm in the Lord, and that they will be able to be discipled and taught in their new life with the Lord.
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Pray also for our Institute students – for many this was an incredible experience of ministry.  One of the students was just talking with me (Jerry) and he said how great last week had been and  that he has never felt such a strong call to ministry and desire to  get better prepared to serve our Lord.

Pray for this area of  Breijinho, it appears to be more of a rural area with few people as you first approach it, but down the dusty, winding roads are hundreds of houses, filled with people and children who need to hear the truth of the plan of salvation that God is offering to them in his Word.
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 Students and staff that went on the trip.
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