LEHRMANS’ LATEST…SEPTEMBER, 2010                                        BRAZIL GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP MISSION; P.O. Box 355; SPRINGFIELD, IL  62705

Dear Friends,

Recently, our family took a quick “missions survey” trip to the mission field where our Antioch Bible Institute students will be serving during the week of September 14-19.  The village of Brejinho is located about three hours west of us, as we cross the border of our state of Ceará into the neighboring state of Piauí.  The mission field is right in our backyard!
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We were amazed at the size of this area!  After leaving the paved highway, we traveled 22 km. on a bumpy, dusty, dirt road, arriving in a village that appears quite small.  Continuing on that road, we drove past house after house after house!  It seemed like we must have encountered hundreds of houses!  There are three public grade schools; all of them have two sets of classes—a morning and an afternoon class, and in each group there are 80+ students—which would give you a rounded total of 480 or more.  There are also two similar-sized high school groups that meet in the evening, including many adults who study.  So the area is swarming with people, even if it looks like just a dusty community out in the desert, at the foot of the mountains!

Kleber and Adelina are a working class couple from Fortaleza, who took early retirement to go into missions.  Brejinho  is Adelina’s home town, and they are involved in individual Bible studies and children’s classes.  So far there are three other believers in this needy community—very needy for God’s Word.  In one of their first Bible classes with adults; as they talked about The Bible, the response was, “Who/what is The Bible?  Is it a person you know?”  Can you imagine not knowing what the Bible is??!  We praise God for the vision and burden of Kleber and Adelina to reach their people with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!

The ministry that the ABI students will be involved in will be:  three—30-minute classes in the three public grade schools—morning and afternoon, and two evening high school classes = 20 Bible classes.  Then a special open-air evening meeting, and on Saturday afternoon a children’s rally on the city square.  Included will be door-to-door evangelism; and Sunday they will be presenting a program in one of our Bible Churches on the way home.  
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Pray for all of us as we prepare for this ministry: students who will be teaching and preaching; ABI teachers who will direct these ministries; safety in travel; staying all together in a big house all week, eating and living together (that means about 24 people and two bathrooms!). Pray for spiritual unity among the group, and pray also for hearts in Brejinho to be open to receive the gift of salvation.  Also pray that the ABI ministry there will be a testimony to advance the work of God’s Kingdom in that community!

Thanks for your prayers and support!

JERRY AND BEV LEHRMAN                                                   CP 1321 , Jijoca, CE  62.598-000 BRAZIL                                      e-mail: jerrylehrman@yahoo.com
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Hundreds of houses between here and the    mountains.
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 Big, 200-year-old farmhouse where 24 of us will stay for 5 days.











