Monday, February 14

 

Dear friends,

 

Some of you asked for an "update" on this last update (forwarded below) sent a week ago Saturday.  I waited to send one, because I knew there would be more to tell today. 

The session on Saturday Feb. 5 went well--there were 23 kids that completed the training, and 8 of us adults to "monitor" their training.  It went from 8 a.m. till 2 pm, finishing earlier than the planned 4 p.m. closing time.  The only "down" during this time, was 2 kids that got sick, totally distracting the session 3 times!  Both of them had to stay, (no ride home) but were set aside to rest, so didn't get to take much advantage of the training, even if they had received the materials.

 

What the program is, is that Child Evangelism's (named APEC in Brazil) Wordless Book that is so widely used, now also has laminated, brightly colored cards that children can easily use to share with their friends.  Each of the Wordless Book colors (gold, black, red, white, and green) are on a separate card with a simple design for easy remembering.   A small leaflet is included in the packet that gives the presentation word for word, to be able to learn it well.  But, on the back of each card are several brief statements, each point of the presentation for that color, that are like "hints", so that the child can use the cards without reading the booklet, and just look at the back of the card if they get "stuck" and can't remember the next point in the presentation!  The booklet doesn't need to be memorized word-for-word, it just needs to be learned well.  During our class, two adults would present each color card, dramatizing it, so the children could see exactly how it was to be shared.  Then there was time for the children to practice with a partner to learn how to present it well.  After that, opportunity was given for several of the children to share their card presentation with the whole group.  They all did quite well, though obviously not being able to memorize it totally.

 

So, it was marked for this last Saturday, the 12th, to do a follow-up with the children, going door-to-door in a nearby community for two hours that morning, and finding other children for each of them to share the gospel with.  Fifteen children participated, and they were paired up with us adults that accompanied them.  I was glad there was a girl from that community with me (Bev), so she could point out which house had children and which didn't!  

 

It was really meant for the kids to "do the work" unless there were adults who were listening.  Both of the houses where we went had a mother that stuck close by and was very attentive.  After my girls each finished their presentation, it just seemed logical to share the presentation more clearly with the mother who was there.  I was pleased to have had that opportunity to share the gospel, using the Wordless Book, with adults who needed to hear the Gospel too.

 

Each of the 15 children who went were able to present the gospel with their cards to at least 2 children.  Of those who heard, Praise the Lord, 14 responded, with what we trust were sincere decisions to receive Christ as Savior!  Our Jared seemed pleased to have had that chance to share--he's not always very confident of his reading in Portuguese, but we thought he did well.  Pray now for follow-up and discipleship with these children!  It seems like it will be a good way to get into some of these homes and contact the parents too!  This is not our own church that sponsored this ministry, so we (Lehrmans) can't make a lot of the decisions on how follow-up will be done with these children.

 

But we were almost more excited at the enthusiasm of the children who were brave enough to do this ministry!  When it was time to go back home at 10 a.m., the little girl in my group kept saying, "oh, there're kids in that house that haven't been evangelized, and we should go do it right now!" Well, I had to tell her we needed to get back to keep with our schedule, but I told her she should get some of her friends from that community and one of their moms to go do it sometime.  Or, to talk to those kids in school.  It was neat to see how excited the kids were to be able to present the gospel!  One little boy told the pastor, "I could do this till I'm 90!"  That's right, Calebe, you get started now, and you may still be doing this when you're 90 years old!
 

Yesterday after teaching Sunday School, I saw one of my kids, Ravel, sitting on the bench, going through her pack of cards.  She was the one who got sick twice at the training seminar, and missed most of the activity.  Jerry and I decided we need to  contact each of our Sunday School children who learned the material to see if they really understood it, and if they have personally trusted Christ as Savior, the way the cards shared.  We don't just want them to be presenting the gospel in a rote manner, and not having it personally in their lives!  So when I saw Ravel sitting there, I knew I needed to take advantage of talking with her.  I asked her if she had understood all the information in the packet, and she responded that she had, even if she didn't participate in the class hardly at all.  Well, when I asked her if she'd already asked Christ to forgive her sins and give her eternal life, she grinned and said she had- last Sunday night at home when she was still sick with the flu!  So that's one more blessing of this project!  Lord willing, I will be doing a children's discipleship class with her each week.

Thanks for your prayers for the ministry here in Northeast Brazil!

In Christ,

Bev Lehrman and family
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