HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Lehrmans’ latest in the first month of 2012…
It was good to spend the last days of the old year with our church family!  Almost everyone in church had some (even though small) part in the Christmas program—which we presented outdoors—up to the ladies who served a beautiful feast after the program!  What a difference a little personal attention makes in how many people attend a special program!  We made out “invitations” for church members to give to family and friends.  And the crowd was double that of a normal church service!  We have around 40 on a regular Sunday service—but there were more than 80 in attendance at the program.  It was exciting to see some there who had never even been inside a church before---and the whole Christmas story with the Gospel message was presented.  Our New Year’s Eve service brought out a good group of visitors as well!
[image: ]On the lighter side of things, amazing what kneeling before the manger does to the soul!  Bev’s class of (overly energetic) 7-10 year olds were the shepherds, angels and Mary in the program.  In this picture you see the angelic shepherd boys kneeling (as if in awe) at the manger, like Bev had told them to do when their turn came.  Jerry said he had never seen them so still! (That’s actually a globe lamp behind Mary, not a halo, like it appears to be!)
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)The year 2012 brings many new things into our lives.  First of all, the blessing of fellowship with fellow BGFM missionaries at our annual field conference.  Then, many opportunities to minister with the people in the church.  Great challenges to face with a new semester at Antioch Bible Institute as well as the need for more students.  Leaving for the USA the last of April for an eight-month “furlough.”  Most of all, the need to focus more clearly on our Lord and to love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  May the Lord give us a greater passion for Him and His work before us.  Following are the words to a song by Joe Zichterman , a song our ABI students love and have used for graduations.  It expresses our prayer for the new year of 2012.
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A PASSION FOR THEE
Set my heart, O Dear Father, on Thee, and Thee only,
Give me a thirst for Thy presence divine.
Lord, keep my focus on loving Thee wholly,
Purge me from earth; turn my heart after 
Thine
.
A passion for Thee, 
O Lord, set a fire in my soul and a thirst for my God.
Hear Thou my prayer; Lord, Thy power impart.
Not just to serve, but to love Thee with all of my heart.
Father, fill with Thy Spirit, and fit me for service,
Let love for Christ every motive inspire,
Teach me to follow in selfless submission,
Be Thou my joy and my soul’s one desire.
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