Dear Friends in many places,

 

Today is Tuesday, October 25, 2011 and we find ourselves on an isolated ranch in northeast Wyoming. We are here to visit and encourage a family who has become quite close to us. We came to help them with some of their work but also to encourage their children in their walk with the Lord and their future with him. There are eight children and they live a full and robust life. We believe some of them would make excellent missionaries!

 

Yesterday the father, Allen, was out with a pickup equipped with a feeder attachment in the back of it. He was cleaning out old feed that had become moist and rotten and as he stepped back his steel-toed boot slipped below a moving part and was stuck. His toe was quite severely squeezed, but not broken in spite of partially crushing the steel toe. God’s watch care was evident because there were some home school children and a mom on the ranch filming a story they were doing and some of Allen’s children were with them. The oldest boy knows well how to drive the pickup and so they came back toward the house where I was working. After we tried dismantling the machine without succeeding in removing Allen’s foot I figured out how to reverse the polarity of the electric motor and run the machine backward. Praise the Lord the toe is only sore and the boot is still usable.

 

God’s care of us has also been very evident. When we left Wyoming with the trailer we acquired we went to Central City, NE. On the way we stopped in Grand Island at a building supply to purchase some needed parts. When I left the store and attempted to start the pickup the ignition lock cylinder broke. It would connect the power to allow the pickup to run so I slid underneath and shorted across a couple of terminals on the starter to start it. I then called our mechanic friend in Central City and he said he would call me back. He located a lock cylinder, ordered and paid for it on his account, and then called me back. I went by the parts house and was able to park the pickup and fifth wheel in a parking lot while running in to get it and then when we got to Central City he came over and installed it while I set the trailer up. Thank you Lord and Dave!

 

Driving from Central City toward Hot Springs, SD and the missions conference at Cornerstone Bible Institute we stopped to visit friends in Chadron, NE and spend the night in the Walmart parking lot. I discovered that a copper propane line had broken and drained out most of a 30 pound tank of gas. Praise the Lord it had gone out the bottom and had not caused a fire or explosion. Our friend had the one tool I didn’t have with me to make the repair. That night Sandi said she smelled gas but I said it was probably just some of the oil on my hands from the repair since the smell was clear up in the bedroom area. The next morning, Sunday, I discovered that another copper line was broken, this one right beside the furnace. I discovered it because the furnace would light and then go out repeatedly. Only one of God’s angels could have kept that gas away from the furnace!

 

Even though we went to work on the furnace on Sunday afternoon and rerouted some of the gas piping that was poorly designed from the factory we were able to finish it all that night. The weather was good and the parking lot was fine to work under the trailer. The next morning it was raining, windy, and miserable but we did not have to be out in it as we continued our drive to Hot Springs. Again we praise the Lord for protection and provision.

 

One last item of praise concerns missionary friends in Mexico. We were with Richard and Carolyn Johnson in Wyoming and they were preparing to return to their ministry. They had acquired a late model SUV for their ministry and were justifiably concerned about getting to Oaxaca with it; people have been killed in Mexico for much less. We just received notice that God answered prayers for their safety and they are back and moving into their house. 

 

We pray that these examples of God’s care and provision will bless and encourage you today.

 

In Christ,

-- 
Bill and Sandi Graf
4300 S US Hwy 281
Edinburg, TX 78539
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