E-Mail Update 

November 4, 2011  

A tough week

After more than a week without telephone communications I received a message from my brother Carl in Hawaii saying that my brother Bryan in Oregon was in ICU after hitting a deer on his motorcycle (second time he has done that). Later in the day while in a rest area I called around until I found one of my sisters at home and learned that Bryan had ruptured his spleen (that had to be removed), broke his ankle that had been broken and pinned before, broken multiple ribs, bruised his lungs, and injured his kidneys. In the same telephone conversation I learned that my nephew Jared in Hawaii had been involved in a car – scooter accident and had received nearly identical injuries! My youngest sister Becky has had ongoing problems with her breathing and an MRI was done of her skull. She had just been called back to have a second MRI done, leaving much speculation as to what may be going on there. In subsequent conversations with other family members I learned that during the same week my niece, Marina, had attempted suicide in Oregon and my uncle Roy Dixon suffered a heart attack in Nebraska. On an almost comic final note, we are in Wisconsin, it rained, and the roof on the slide-out of our trailer leaked buckets!

Some of my family members asked the inevitable question: Where was God? If God exists why didn’t he do something to prevent these things? If God is love, why does he allow such suffering? 

Those questions have been answered for anyone who desires to know; unfortunately most people who ask the questions do not wish to accept the answers. They wish to believe in a god of their own choosing, a god who will conform to their desires. The fact is, very few people truly approach God as the creator, designer, and owner of the universe. Instead they set themselves up as his judge. The attitude is, I will believe and trust in a god only as long as he meets my expectations.

The Bible records that upon the completion of the creation of the universe with its life God declared all that he saw to be good. Then he created a woman to be the helpmate and companion of the man and instituted marriage between them and declared all things to be VERY good. There was no suffering of any kind, nor was there death. You know the one thing that God did that causes all the questions? He created human beings in his own image and likeness. That doesn’t mean his image physically; it means his image and likeness in terms of emotional and intellectual qualities. Man, as opposed to the animals, has the ability to reason and to act based upon his reasoning. It is due to that ability that mankind questions God.

At the bottom line God has asked only one thing of the human race he created; TRUST. He has even given very clear warnings of what it will mean for anyone who chooses to follow their own inclinations and ways rather than confide in him and his perfect wisdom. To choose one’s own way over God’s way is to act in rebellion. To believe that God does not do what he says is to call him a liar. For a created being to rebel against his or her creator is sin; it is also lunacy! How can one who is created call into question his or her creator?

God is declared to be light, love, truth, the way, and life. If a person turns away from him the only way to go is into darkness, into a lie, into a lost condition, and toward death. Isn’t that exactly what we see all around us? We live in a world of darkened imaginations, a world of deception and confusion, a world full of pain and death. Who CHOSE that way?

We live in a sin-marred universe. Until God sets things right we will have to live with the conditions that prevail in the world we ourselves have, as a race, created. Blaming God will get us just exactly nowhere. In the midst of our pains and sorrows, however, God offers us his continuing love. He offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life in his presence free of all charges; he just asks for TRUST. 

Quite naturally I am very concerned for the physical well-being of my family members. Even greater is my concern for their eternal welfare. That concern extends to you too. For every statement I have made there is a matching statement in the Bible. If you are curious about any of them please feel free to write and ask me.

Oh yes, the leak in the roof. I took the whole roof off that slide-out because water seeped in a very small place due to lack of proper maintenance. That caused the wood to rot away leaving no support for the rubber and it pulled away causing more leakage. A very small matter, if neglected long enough, causes great problems.

As I have stated before, I have the pleasure of answering questions about the Bible and life on the internet at www.gotquestions.org in the Portuguese language. I am part of a team answering an average of almost nine hundred questions a month from around the world. What a blessing it is to me as I am reminded anew of God and his wisdom and am able to share that with others. Let me know if I can respond to any of your questions, even if they are not in Portuguese! Have a great day.

Update:

  November  9th, 2011

Dear Ones,

I wrote the attached letter a few days ago but didn't have opportunity to send it. I have received word that Bryan is some better but still in ICU and that Jared was released from the hospital, but I have no further details. Here in Wisconsin in rained most of the night and then in a few minutes this morning turned to sleet and then to snow. Matt was called in by the hospital along with all available emergency personnel. Have a great day!

-- 
Bill and Sandi Graf
4300 S US Hwy 281
Edinburg, TX 78539
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